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Dear Craigielaw Members,

Welcome to the third issue of the Captain’s Quarterly Newsletter in 2024.

Club Headline News

Craigielaw successfully defended their Wemyss Quaich title at the end of August in the annual
quadrangular event.

The Autumn Meeting was won by Kenny Ettles with a gross score of 152.

Congratulations to Sean McGarvey who won the Craigielaw Par 3 Championship. Sean competed
against Mark Watt in the final. Thanks to the Pro Shop for organising!

Marc Reid won the Hope Medal at Kilspindie with a gross score of 65 (4 under par).

Alexander Yuill has been selected to represent East Lothian in the Watson Cup against South
Carolina which will take place in the USA in October.

Angus Carrick has been selected to represent Team International vs Team USA in the Bridges Cup
- a Presidents Cup style event for elite mid-amateurs held in South Korea in October.

The Auld Hares held their annual ‘Solheim/ Ryder Cup’ style match comprising Scotland vs Rest
of the World teams. The match ended in a draw with the Rest of World team retaining the trophy!

Mark Watt and Sean McGarvey (with Par 3 trophy)




MMG Meetings

For any member wishing to read full minutes from each MMG meeting, these are available on the
members area of the Craigieclaw website.

Members Feedback Survey

At the end of October / start of November you will all receive an online feedback survey from the MMG
which will provide members an opportunity to ask questions / provide feedback on specific aspects of
the Craigielaw Golf Club operation.

Last year we conducted a detailed survey, asking lots of questions, with only 19 responses received.
This year it will be a shorter survey — asking a few questions for general feedback — and as suggested
by many members, this will be an online survey which will hopefully improve the response rate.

As before, all feedback / questions will be collated and published to members with a response from
Craigielaw Management.

New Booking System

The new booking system provided by https://golfmanager.com/ will go live in the next month or so. A
few final changes are still on-going with the developer but once these are resolved it will be ready to
go. Members will be notified when the system changes over and login details / guidance will be
provided.

The MMG have had the opportunity to trial the software. It provides a similar functionality to the
previous Freetime software but with added features such as the ability to create a ‘Friends List’ or pay
your guest fee in advance whilst booking a tee time.

When the system goes live, tee times will be released eight days in advance at 8:00 AM.
Course

Recently the MMG went on a course walk with Jonathan (Director of Golf) and Paul (Head
Greenkeeper) which provided the MMG the opportunity to ask Paul questions, see the work that had
been carried out during the season so far, as well as discuss the plans for the upcoming winter months
and potential future projects across the course.

I am sure that most of you will agree that the hard work Paul and his team has put in over the past 18-
24 months is starting to really show on the course in terms of condition, overall definition, and
playability. A recent independent course agronomist report concluded that the course was in ‘peak
condition’ and the ‘underlying technical make-up at the optimum.’

As noted in the last quarterly newsletter, Paul’s main project this winter will be the maintenance / repair
/ renovation of multiple bunkers on the course, some which were not able to be started on last winter
due to the wet weather.

In terms of major renovation, it was discussed that the front right bunker on the 15" is earmarked to be
filled in / turfed over, the undulation of the slope up to the green altered and the bunker behind will be
reshaped and renovated.

Other notable work that will be carried out includes scarifying parts of the rough with a new machine
(a Turf Tidy 3000) which will cut back the rough, take out some of the density and remove unwanted
vegetation. Paul will also continue with the laser herbicide treatment programme which is used to thin
out sections of the rough.


https://golfmanager.com/

Short Game Area

On our course walk we also discussed the new short game area which was in process of being built.

The green has just been turfed and hopefully, weather permitting, will be ready for use by Spring 2025.
The new green is two-tiered with a large greenside bunker providing members with a great facility to
practice their chipping, putting, bunker play and short pitch shots (c30 yards and in).

Members will have noticed the large mounds of earth created — these are to enclose the area and protect
golfers from wayward shots from the driving range. For safety reason the driving range teeing ground
will now face golfers further left and encourage shots away from the short game area.

New targets / creation of small greens are also in the future pipeline to enhance the driving range.
Upcoming Fixtures

Events and Medals

12" October — Autumn Shotgun (8:30AM — Blue Tees)

19" October — October Medal (Blue Tees)

6™ November — Wednesday Medal (Green Tees)

Team Golf

Summer League - Team Matches

The Craigielaw Summer League team unfortunately lost to Longniddry in the Quarter Finals which
ended their quest to retain the trophy. The match was very tight with multiple matches going down the
18™, Well done to all who represented the club over the eleven matches played this Summer.

For further info on Craigielaw’s Summer League team visit: www.edinburghgolfleague.com
If you are interested in playing for the team in 2025 — please email pro@craigielawgolfclub.com

Craigielaw Senior Matches

There have been a number of Senior matches over the past few months. Most recently the team have
had a run of away fixtures to Goswick, Dunblane New, Bruntsfield Links and The Glen. Two matches
remain for the 2024 season, and we wish the team well in their remaining matches!

Full results of all the matches and upcoming fixtures can be found in the members section of the
Craigielaw website.


http://www.edinburghgolfleague.com/
mailto:pro@craigielawgolfclub.com

Winter League - Team Matches

The Craigielaw Winter League team have their first match on 20™ October against Musselburgh Golf
Club - Monktonhall. Good luck to the team as they look to retain their league title!

Craigielaw have drawn North Berwick in the first round of the East Lothian Winter Cup which will be
played at home on Sunday 8 December at 11:30 AM.

Members Management Group — 2024

Vice-Captain Captain Past Captain
Craig Lumsdaine Guy Dalziel John Murdoch

As before, please do get in touch with any of us from the MMG or say ‘hello’ in the clubhouse if you
would like any matters brought up at the next MMG monthly meeting or if you wish to attend a meeting
to discuss a particular topic.

Best,

Guy Dalziel
Captain




