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Dear Craigielaw Members,  

I hope you are all well and having an enjoyable golfing season so far. Welcome to the second issue of 

the Captain’s Quarterly Newsletter. There has been lots going on at the club over the past few months 

– hopefully this provides a bit of an update!  

Club Championship 2024 

Congratulations to our new Club Champions for the 2024 season! The A Division final was played 

between Marc Reid and Colin Fleming, with Marc winning on the 11th green in the second round. The 

B Division was played between Alan Smith and Steven Cockburn, with Steven winning on the 12th 

green in the second round. It was great to see a number of members out supporting the final despite the 

cold, wet and windy weather! Well done to all participants who made it a great week of golf!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

Issue: Q2 2024 

CRAIGIELAW 

Winners: Steven Cockburn (B Division) and Marc Reid (A Division)  

A Division Final: Marc Reid vs Colin Fleming  B Division Final: Alan Smith vs Steven Cockburn  



Club Headline News  

• Craigielaw won the Lothians Team Tournament for the first time in the club’s history! The team 
made up of Kenny Glen, Marc Reid and Guy Dalziel shot a combined 7 under par (203) at Royal 

Musselburgh Golf Club in April.  

• Kenny Glen and Marc Reid represented the Lothians in their annual match against Northumberland 

in April. 

• Angus Carrick played in the Scottish Amateur Strokeplay tournament held at Muirfield and finished 

T18.  

• Brother and sister duo Fraser and Stella Walters both won their respective age categories in the 

European US Kids Championship at the end of May. Fraser won with an impressive -9 at Royal 

Musselburgh but his sister Stella improved on that score with a fantastic -12 again at Royal 

Musselburgh. 

• The Summer Texas Scramble was won by Keith McParland, Neil Feenan, David Hamilton and 

Robert Fulton with an impressive score of 56!  

• The Summer Meeting, both scratch and handicap, was won by Kay Lannin after a gross score of 

150.  

• 25 members volunteered to marshal at the Scottish Open held at The Renaissance Club in July. 

They were allocated the 2nd hole. Well done all and thanks to Iain Clark for organising. 

• James Chong won the Auld Hares Open (an event run by the Auld Hares group) with a net score of 

67. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scottish Open 2024 

Scottish Open 2024 

Summer Scramble Winners 

Lothians Team Tournament 



MMG Meetings  

It was agreed amongst the group that during the season and through traditional holiday times that it was 

sensible to move meetings out every six weeks and in the off season back to a four-week rotation. 

Typically, there is more to discuss in the off season when it comes to the course and the maintenance 

programmes being carried out in the winter months.  

For any member wishing to read full minutes from each MMG meeting, these are available on the 

members area of the Craigielaw website. 

Course Update  

by Paul Hay (Head Greenkeeper) and Jonathan Porteous (Director of Golf)  

The unpredictable weather made the start of the season very difficult. So far this year we have had 

433ml of rain, the annual total in 2023 was 713ml with the bulk of this coming in the Winter months 

and with continuing low nighttime temperatures we are seeing low soil temperatures causing different 

grasses to grow at different speeds thus creating difficulties with coverage. Best surface soil temps for 

bent grass 15c, fescue 12-13c and ryegrass is only 7c - we are still getting night lows of around 5c. 

 

The work carried out over the winter cutting and collecting the rough is starting to pay off in a lot of 

areas, but we still need to carry out treatments and cutting/collecting so we can achieve the desired 

wispy rough throughout the site.  

 

The latest agronomy report noted “the surfaces are reaching the top of the curve, with a high percentage 
of fescue, significant bent grass and with the meadow grass well under control at 20% or less” this all 
helps to achieve a smoother and truer roll on the greens. This has predominately been achieved due to 

the amount of overseeding with fescue through the season, going forward we need to carry on with the 

overseeding and more refining work e.g. scarifying, verticutting and brushing the surfaces.  



The turfing work at the 12th that was laid in the spring has come on well and we are still working on 

this area, the ropes on the right-hand side and the signs are to try and direct traffic to the left-hand side 

of the green and go around the back of the green to go to the 13th tees. The rough has been grown up to 

visually frame the hole better. This area will also be part of the winter cut back to achieve thinner rough.  

We introduced a new treatment this year to control the clover through the playing areas and I feel this 

has proved an enormous success, we will continue to monitor this and spray as allowed/required. It is 

worth noting however that the clover will keep coming back as it naturally grows and seeds so this will 

be an annual job. 

The next few weeks we will be putting our Winter plans in place which will include an extensive bunker 

renovation project, weather allowing. For the remainder of the season we will be carrying on with 

overseeding the greens, tees, and aprons. We also will be spraying all surfaces with a herbicide, carrying 

on with the greens programme and a small feed on the fairways to keep them healthy. We will also be 

scarifying some areas on the fairways followed by overseeding and topdressing to promote a better 

surface. 

I hope you are enjoying the course. 

Paul Hay 

Head Greenkeeper 

 

 

11th Hole Rough - Blue Staked Area – Local Rule  

You may have noticed that recently an area has been marked off by blue stakes to the lefthand side of 

the 11th fairway in the rough. This area has been staked as a temporary measure until this area has 

established following redesign works last Winter. A local rule is in place and I would refer you to the 

notice board outside the office and pro shop where the details of this rule are outlined.  

 

 



Upcoming Fixtures 

Events and Medals  

7th August – Wednesday Meal  

10th August – Members Invitational 

24th August – August Medal 

Summer League - Team Matches 

The Craigielaw Summer League team qualified as runners up in their group with Turnhouse, 

Craigmillar Park, Silverknowes and Ratho Park. They have qualified for the Quarter Finals which is 

against our neighbour Longniddry Golf Club on Monday 5th August. Good luck to the team!  

For further info on Craigielaw’s Summer League team visit: www.edinburghgolfleague.com 

Craigielaw Senior Matches  

There have been a number of Senior matches over the past few months against teams such as North 

Berwick, Bruntsfield Links and Eyemouth. Most recently the team played Dunblane New at home and 

won with 3.5 points to 2.5 points. Results of all the matches can be found in the members section of the 

Craigielaw website.  

Members Management Group – 2024 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice-Captain 

Craig Lumsdaine 

Captain 

Guy Dalziel 

Past Captain 

John Murdoch 

As before, please do get in touch with any of us from the MMG or say ‘hello’ in the clubhouse if you 
would like any matters brought up at the next MMG monthly meeting or if you wish to attend a meeting 

to discuss a particular topic.   

Best, 

 

Guy Dalziel  

Captain  

http://www.edinburghgolfleague.com/

