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Well it has been an eventful year for both myself as Captain and the Club with so many events taking 
place at Craigielaw and all around us. 
 
The U. S. Kids European Championships made Craigielaw their headquarters again and it seemed to 
me they were happy with all aspects of what was available at the club and the surrounding venues - 
so much so that they will be back next year. 
 
The Staysure Tour also returned for another Scottish Seniors Open and Paul Lawrie proved a worthy 
home winner on a very windy final day winning by 2 strokes from Australian Peter Fowler and 
Englishman Peter Baker. Thanks must be made to all the volunteers who helped at this event and 
also the Scottish Open and Scottish Ladies Open at Renaissance with special thanks going to John 
Murdoch and Martin Souness for co-ordinating the Craigielaw volunteers. 
 
The Club Championship threw up some top golf in the final where Alan Reoch triumphed over Guy 
Dalziel at the 38th hole to win the A championship and 12 year old Alexander Yuill won the B 
Championship beating Mick Hughes 11 and 9 - I had the pleasure of refereeing that match and can 
honestly say Alexander never put a foot wrong in winning the B championship 
 
The Juniors had a good season winning the league comfortably from North Berwick West Links who 
finished in second place and Kilspindie in third place - they played really consistently throughout the 
season and deserved victory because of this, unfortunately they were well below par at the Scottish 
final at Barassie finishing well down the table beaten by Portlethen who triumphed for the second 
year running. 
 
The Summer league team performed well just being pipped by one point from Duddingston in their 
section and most of the players will now be getting ready for their Winter League campaign, I wish 
them every success over the coming months. Both the Seniors and Ladies completed a number of 
home and away fixtures and I know work is already underway to arrange matches for the 2020 
season. Craigielaw won the Inter Club matches again this year, feedback from other clubs has meant 
this event will take a break in 2020 but it is hoped we will have some friendly matches to play 
throughout next season. 
 
Grant Forrest gained full playing rights on the European Tour and I am sure that all at Craigielaw 
wish him well for next season - as we do with Gabrielle Macdonald who has had decent success at 
various pro events all over the world - she hopes to gain her ladies tour card at tour school early in 
the new year, good Luck Gabrielle. 
 
The course this past two years has been in remarkable condition and I know members that may have 
some reservations regarding this but I have heard a great deal of compliments voiced from both 
visitors and many of the professionals who played in the Seniors Open - this could not be achieved 
without the hard work and dedication of the green keepers, and my thanks goes to them. 
 
As many of you are aware I will be standing down as captain at today’s AGM, it has been a very quick 
2 years and there has been a full programme during this time. I have received great support from 
everybody at the club and special thanks must go to the pro shop team who have looked after me 
brilliantly - Evlyn Raistrick is taking over the Captaincy today, Evlyn has been a stalwart of Craigielaw 
for as long as I can remember and will certainly make her mark during her term. I wish her all the 
best in her Capacity and I am sure she will be an asset to the members and the club. 
 



In conclusion I would like to thank Craigielaw for asking me to be Captain, it has been a honour and a 
privilege which I will treasure for years to come - thank you everyone.  
 
Gordon Smith 
Captain 


